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Hi everyone  - MAAVS friends and fellow African
violet enthusiasts  -  Welcome to 2021!

Here’s a happy MAAVS MEMO! Wait until you
see the results of our virtual show. We can thank
Linda Kilby who spearheaded the project, Cindy
Castaldi and Minh Bui for compiling the photos
and designing the album; and Ken Barbi who
made everything compatible for the MEMO.
Good job! Unfortunately, the MAAVS website is
down right now, so you’ll have to wait to see it
online, but Tom Glembocki is aware of the
problem and trying to get it resolved as soon as
possible. 

We had good participation, with members
submitting photos of their blooming beauties. See
big ones - - oh my, Marie Burns’ entries! Karyn
Cichocki added her very happy Species and
Gesneriads. There are lots of gorgeous photos.

Many thanks to these members for sending photos: Ken Barbi, Donna Biggs, Lisa
Bradley, Minh Bui, Marie Burns, Karyn Cichocki, Alice Dulaney, Erika Geimonen,
Sue Hoffmann, LaDonna Hopson, Barbara Jones, Linda Stinnette, and Leslie
Swezey. Yes, it does take some time. I had to find a dark blanket for my background,
choose and groom my blooming plants, and learn how to get decent pictures with my
cell phone camera. I shared the photos to my email account and sent them to Cindy.
Next time it will be easier. I encourage you to do a test-run so you can have your
plants in the next virtual extravaganza! The virtual showing is done to bring smiles
and add plants to others’ wish lists. There’s nothing to lose! Neither you nor your
plants are judged for awards or ribbons, and it feels nice to participate. 

Let’s hope with the New Year, more sunlight each day, promise of COVID vaccines
and life appearing more stable overall, that we can get back in the swing of things.
Because it’s taking a while to get the vaccine, most of the spring shows have been
cancelled, but we are going forward with previous plans to hold our MAAVS
convention in Morgantown, Pennsylvania, this November. We will follow all special



instructions and protocols to make sure
everyone stays safe.

After talking with Sandy Pine (Convention
Chair), Linda Kilby and Minh Bui  (Show
Co-chairs) and Linda Stinnette
(Treasurer), we are ready to move
forward. As soon as we have further
information from the hotel, we will release
confirmed dates and the show schedule.
Minh Bui is the Show Awards Chair. Minh
c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  a t
minhbui82@hotmail.com

We have lost several well-known
members since our last show, so I
personally want to honor them with special
memorial awards: Diane Richardson,
MAAVS 1st President; Mary Boland,
charter member, Parliamentarian, Master
AVSA judge and AVSA President; and Bill
Paauwe, owner of Violets by Appointment.

I had a great time being invited to speak
for the AVS of Springfield (PA) January
meeting via Go-to-Meeting. We spent
almost 2 hours online with their club
meeting, my program about "Taking Care
of my Violets During Stressful Times",
followed by lots of questions and visiting.
It was my first exposure to online
meetings and think with practice on my
part, it is a great way to get together.
Thankfully I had lots of plants blooming
plus lots of problems to show. It was
wonderful to see Joan Santino. Minh is
scheduled to speak for several clubs
about his lighting experiments on ZOOM.
The latest spectrum he's exploring is
Ultraviolet light and he's quite pleased with
the results. So glad he gets to share this
knowledge.

Please hang in there. Follow your state
and local restrictions, sign up for your
vaccines, and let's look forward to getting
together in November. Spend time looking
through the web sites of our Commercial
members, make your wish lists, trade and
put down leaves and repot those mature
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Mary Boland

Mary Agnes Boland passed away on
December 23, 2020. She was 93.  Her
husband, Art, passed away on June 22,
2020, at the age of 90.   They were married
in Alexandria, VA on January 19, 1952.
Mary was a past president of AVSA,
Teacher & Master Judge Emeritus, and a
Charter Member of MAAVS.  Mary and Art
last attended the November 2019 MAAVS

Convention in Virginia Beach. They are missed by their family,
Annamarie (Rick) Mays, Susan (Mike) King, Brigitte (Jack) Ferrick,
and Ginger (Dale) Robertson. Grandchildren include Nicole (Joe),
Shane, Kyle (Jenni), Megan (Will), Jack (Sarah), Ethan (Katie),
Travis (Rachel), Lauren, Tara (Josh), Eddie (Denisse), Brett and
10 great-grandchildren. She joined Art at an interment at Quantico
on January 7, 2021.

plants. We have 9 months to get ready for show. Be happy and enjoy your plants.

Sue Hoffmann, MAAVS President
violetsue123@outlook.com
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Bill Paauwe

William (Bill) H. Paauwe, 91, of West
Sayville, Long Island, New York, died
suddenly on Monday, January 4, 2021. 
He was a lifelong resident of West
Sayville.  Bill worked for more than 30
years with The Equitable Life Insurance
Company in Manhattan, and studied voice
in New York and sang with choral groups
in New York City at Carnegie Hall, Town
Hall, and Radio City Music Hall.  He was

an avid African violet grower and an original commercial member
of MAAVS.  He was a member of the local Sweetwater African
Violet Society as well as a member of African Violet Society of
America.

We last saw Bill and his daughter, Nancy Paauwe, at the
November 2018 Convention in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania.  Bill’s wife
Kathryn died in 2014, and they will always be remembered for their

Violets By Appointment commercial business at our shows.

Bill is survived by his daughter Nancy Paauwe of Georgia, as well
as grandchildren, Janna, Calvin and Audrey.  His other daughter,
Betsy Paauwe-Choate, died  in 2017

Sports
Searching the internet brings up this very
interesting site:  http://firstclass2.com/sports.htm
which lists lots of African violet sports. It lists the
original variety and the name of the sport(s).
You'd be surprised at what comes from what!

MAAVS 2021 Convention/Show in Morgantown,
Pennsylvania  is still on schedule for November at

the Morgantown Holiday Inn.
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Sales Shelves in Dom Fialki

Vladimir in Sales Area of Dom Fialki giving an award to the Show
Winner

Dom Fialki (House of Violets) Moscow

M A A V S ’  m e m b e r ,
Vladimir Kalgin, is the
owner of Dom Fialki
(House of Violets) in
Moscow, Russia, that
was mentioned in the
November 2020 MAAVS
Memo. It has a web site
at www.domfialki.ru worth
visiting.  Don’t forget to
get Google to translate
the site into English.

Dom Fialki has operated
since 2002 as a flower shop devoted entirely to African violets and
gesneriads. It is actually an association of African violet growers. It
has 12 employees and more than 100 best growers and hybridizers
not only from Moscow but also from different regions including the
Ukraine who bring their plants to Dom Fialki.

They have 13 shows a
year 11 days long
each with more than
600 blooming plants
on the shelves. The
rest of the month, Dom
Fialki operates as a
shop selling plants,
p o t s ,  m i x t u r e s ,
fertilizers, and more.
They coun t  the
number of visitors
during the past 10
years at more than 1

million.  Vladimir and his wife Tatiana have provided many awards at
our Convention Shows for the Best Russian/Ukraine Collection.
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Tatiana and Vladimir at the 2006 MAAVS
Convention in Owego, New York

OK Milk Farm Operation (from Seed to
Cheese!)

Tatiana and Vladimir Kalgin in Baikal,
Russia on Lake Baikal

But for Vladimir, African violets
and Dom Fialki are still a hobby. 
For 14 years, Vladimir has owned
a dairy farm in the Kaluga region
near Moscow which is his primary
business. There are over 3,000
cows, two milk processing
facilities, storage and logistic
facilities and 85 dairy stores in
Moscow and the Moscow region.
They produce more than 200
different dairy products with about
700 employees from farm to retail
store. Only the highest quality milk
and dairy products are sold to
more than10,000 customers a
day.  His products are marketed
under the OK Milk brand
www.okmilk.ru (again don’t forget
to get a Google translation.
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Mid-Atlantic African Violet Society
Proudly Presents Our 2020 Virtual Show

Collections
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Standards Green
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Standards Variegated
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Semi-miniature and Miniature
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Trailers
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Species
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Other Gesneriads
Streptocarpus

Episcias
Primulinas

Petrocosmea
Other Gesneriads Grown for Foliage
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I hope you all enjoyed our first virtual show.  I
especially want to thank Linda Kilby, Minh Bui,
and Cindy Castaldi for pulling this entire effort

together. Another special thank you to all our
members who entered the show.

Sue Hoffmann, President
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The Baltimore

African Violet

Club

Is offering a rosette
for the Best Fantasy in

any MAAVS or AVSA

affilate show. Send
request and a check
for $5 made out to
Carolyn Epstein at:

Carolyn Epstein
14317 Yosemite Court
Rockville, MD 20853
inky4ever@aol.com

MAAVS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ELECTED OFFICERS (Executive Committee)
President - Sue Hoffmann
Vice President - Donna Brining
Secretary - Barbara Greenawalt
Treasurer - Linda Stinnette

AFFILIATE DIRECTORS

AV Club of Burlington County - Susan Arnao
AVS of Philadelphia - Susan Hanna
AVS of Springfield - Joan Santino
Baltimore AV Club - Marie Burns
Delaware AV & Gesneriad Society - Barbara Borleske
Richmond AVS - Kitty Hedgepeth
Southern NJ African Violet Club - VACANT
Tidewater AVS - Pat Knight

CHAIRMEN OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Advertising - Ken Barbi
Affiliates - Minh Bui
Awards - Linda Stinnette
Bylaws & Standing Rules - VACANT
Commercial Activities - Donna Brining
Finance - Linda Stinnette
Future Conventions - Sandy Pine
Membership & Promotions - Jackie Leitzel
Newsletter & Documentation - Ken Barbi
Ways & Means   - La Donna Hopson
Immediate Past President - Brenda Petry

CHAIRMEN OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Nominating      - Brenda Petry
2020 Virtual Show      - Linda Kilby and Minh Bui
2021 Convention Chair     - Sandy Pine and Donna Brining
2021 Show Chair      - Linda Kilby and Minh Bui

APPOINTED Non-Board POSITIONS

Parliamentarian  - VACANT
Editor of The MAAVS MEMO - Ken Barbi
MAAVS Collection Rosette - Vicki Carr
Historian - Tom Glembocki
Properties - Donna Brining
Convention Registrar - Jackie Leitzel
Webmaster of the Best African
      Violet Web Site - Tom Glembocki
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The African Violet Society of Philadelphia
Offers a Species Rosette for Best Saintpaulia species or natural

hybrid.  It is available for any MAAVS or AVSA affiliate show.  Send your
request and a check for $5 made out to Judith Smith, at least one month
in advance to:

Judith Smith, Species Chairman
7808 Conwell Road

Laverock, PA 19038-7205

  judithsmith0@gmail.com  
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Application for Membership in the

Mid-Atlantic African Violet Society

Individual _____$15.00

Joint (2 members, same address) _____$20.00

Affiliate/Commercial _____$20.00

MAAVS Pin _____$  5.00

(If you join now, your membership will expire on December 31st 2021; if you join

after July 1st 2021, your membership will expire on December 31st 2022.) 

Name __________________________________ 

Address ________________________________ 

City ______________ State _____ ZIP _______

Phone __________________________________

E Mail  _________________________________

Local Affiliate  ___________________________

Member of AVSA ______ 

Check here if you want to receive the MAAVS Memo by Post _____
(Otherwise, it will be E Mailed to you if you provide an E Mail address)

Please make checks payable to MAAVS and
send them to:

Jackie Leitzel

1078 Dyer Road

New Columbia, PA 17856
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