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President’s Message

Well, we did it again, another convention is
in the books!  Two years in a row we
needed to be very flexible, and we proved
that we could do it.  Who would have
thought a year ago when I proposed a very
different type of venue, that this convention
would turn out the way that it did.  Thank
you for trusting me enough to at least give
it a try.  All in all, the convention was an
overwhelming success thanks to the hard
work of so many people.  First, I would like
to thank our past president Minh Bui, who
secured the hotel and dinner venue for us;
both worked out great. There is a long list
of people who have spent many hours on zoom meetings, telephone
calls, emails, etc. to do the behind the scenes planning for this event
. . . thank you, thank you, thank you!  Many thanks to St. John
Episcopal church for allowing us to take over the church for a few
days.

The show room was nothing short of incredible.  What a
presentation!  Everything looked so professional and well thought
out.  I thought we would have trouble filling the space, but you proved
me wrong.  This may have been the most designs we have ever had. 
What a feast for the eyes!  Kudos to those who had the time and
patience to present these works of art.  We thought we were going
to be short on plants this year, especially African Violets.  Wrong
again.  The plants just kept coming thru the door until we filled the



social hall.  We do really have a very talented group of people who
love to grow plants, and it shows.  Our show had 197 horticulture
entries, 52 design entries, and 2 special exhibits for a total of 251
exhibits.  We had 28 members exhibiting with an attendance of 45

members plus their guests.  Our Show received the Blue AVSA

Standard Show Award with a score over 95 points!

Thanks to all who helped setup, tear down, clean up, and organize
the show room and vendor area.  Thank you to all who helped with
the show.  Those who did entries, classification, placement, awards,
and the judges and clerks.  I also really liked the flow of our event
this year.  The first thing that the public saw was the commercial
vendors!  We had some excellent presentations this year greatly
adding to the quality of our show.  I didn’t want to mention too many
names since I knew some might get overlooked.  However, I would
be remiss if I didn’t mention Jackie Leitzel, who wore way more hats
than she would ever admit. 

Thank you Minh for leading us through some tough times . . . coming
out of Covid and moving into a very different and changing world. 
We wish you the best as you move on to work with our national
AVSA organization!

This letter could easily go on for a few more pages, so let me end
with this.  While the show is still fresh in your minds, could you
please let me know of any suggestions, comments, etc. that you may
have especially since we will most likely be in York again next year. 
Congratulations on a wonderful show!

Rodney Bar net t , Pr esident

r bmscmn@comcast .net  
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The Balt imore Af rican Violet  Club

Is offering a rosette for the Best  Fant asy in any MAAVS or  AVSA

af f ilat e show. Send request and a check for $5 made out to

Carolyn Epstein at:                      
Carolyn Epstein

                                   14317 Yosemite Court
                                    Rockville, MD 20853
                                     inky4ever@aol.com

Moonlight Nursery is located in Millsboro, Delaware, specializing in African violets and a few other gesneriads. 
We are licensed by the State of Delaware, and are members of: The African Violet Society of America (AVSA),
The African Violet Society of Canada (AVSC), and The Mid-Atlantic African Violet Society (MAAVS).  Our address

is: 25110 Indian Branch Road; Millsboro, Delaware, 19966.  Louise Thompson is the Proprietor and can be reached
by phone at 410.251.6949 or by E Mail at: info@moonlightnursery.com
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The Af rican Violet  Societ y of

Philadelphia

Offers a Species Rosette for
Best  Saint paulia species or

nat ur al hybr id.  It is available

for any MAAVS or AVSA

affiliate show.  Send your

request and a check for $5

made out to Judith Smith, at

least one month in advance to:
Judit h Smit h,

Species Chairman,

7808 Conwell Road

Laverock,  PA 19038- 7205

  judit hsmit h0@gmail. com  
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 Articles and advertising must be received by:

February 25th for First Quarterly March Issue

May 25th for Second Quarterly June Issue

August 25th for Third Quarterly September Issue

November 25th for Fourth Quarterly December Issue

Advertising Rates are $35 per edition for full
page ads, $20 per edition for half page ads, and
$10 per edition for quarter page ads.  A 10%
discount is given for annual advertising.  MAAVS
Commercial Members receive free advertising. 
Please contact Ken Barbi.

Former MAAVS Presidents:
Diane Richardson (D) 1991 - 1995
Sue Hoffmann 1995 - 1999
Linda Abplanalp 1999 - 2001
Ken Barbi 2001 - 2005
Rodney Barnett 2005 - 2007
Rich Follett 2007 - 2011
Joan Santino (D) 2011 - 2015
Brenda Petry 2015 - 2017
Sue Hoffmann 2017 - 2022
Minh Bui 2022 - 2024
Rodney Barnett 2024 - Present
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York Convention Show Viewed from the Entrance
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Barbara Stewart Winner of Best
Costume on Friday Night

Kurt Jablonski with his Best In Show
Hunter’s Ashes of Roses

MAAVS BOARD OF DI RECTORS

ELECTED OFFI CERS (Execut ive Commit t ee)

President - Rodney Barnett
Vice President - April Van Ness
Secretary - Jackie Leitzel 
Treasurer - Linda Stinnette
AFFI LI ATE DI RECTORS

AV Club of Burlington County - Blanche Renz
AVS of Philadelphia - Susan Hanna
AVS of Springfield - Linda Kilby
Baltimore AV Club - Rodney Barnett
Delaware AV & Gesneriad Society - Barbara Borleske
Garden State AV Club - April Van Ness
Richmond AVS - Kitty Hedgepeth
Southern NJ African Violet Club - Sandra Pine
Tidewater AVS - Pat Knight

CHAI RMEN OF STANDI NG COMMI TTEES

Advertising - Ken Barbi
Affiliates - Minh Bui
Awards - Kitty Hedgepeth
Bylaws & Standing Rules - VACANT
Commercial Activities - Donna Brining
Finance - Linda Stinnette
Future Conventions - Tammy Dubois
Membership & Promotions - Jackie Leitzel
Newsletter & Documentation - Ken Barbi
Ways & Means   - VACANT
Immediate Past President - Minh Bui

CHAI RMEN OF SPECI AL COMMI TTEES

Nominating     - Minh Bui
2025 Convention Chair    - Tammy Dubois
2025 Show Chairs   - Karyn Cichocki &

    Jackie Leitel
APPOI NTED Non- Board POSI TI ONS

Parliamentarian  - Rich Follett
Editor of The MAAVS MEMO - Ken Barbi
MAAVS Collection Rosette - Kitty Hedgepeth
Historian - VACANT
Properties - Cindy Castaldi & 

    April Van Ness
Convention Registrar - Jackie Leitzel
Webmaster - Ken Barbi
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             Buy From Our Commercial    
             Members
                     In addition to selling plants at Conventions and Shows, our  
                     Commercial Members are doing business on-line.  Please   
                     check them out.

Rob's Violets/Violet Barn
7209 County Road 12
Naples, New York 14512
585.374.8592
Rob and Olive Ma Robinson
robsviolet@aol.com

WEB SITE: www.violetbarn.com

Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses
14 Mutchler Street
Dolgeville, New York 13329
315.429.8291
Paul Sorano
sorano@lyndonlyon.com

WEB SITE: www.lyndonlyon.com

Black Oak Violets
47 Black Horse Road
Paradise, Pennsylvania 17562
717.940.4640
Rich and Marie Glass
blackoakstudio@comcast.net

Starz N Streps
2706 Airport Boulevard
North Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina 29582
843.273.4618
Stephen and Donna Turner
1kayakman@comcast.net

Glenda’s House of Violets
829 Old Highway 20, Unit B
McDade, Texas 78650 
512.988.1918 
Glenda Williams
ambrosiaviolets@gmail.com

Enchanted Gardens
1097 Darby Hill Road
Delanson, NY 12053
518.895.6054
Heidi Dillenbeck
heidisviolets@gmail.com 

WEB SITE:
www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com/ 

Fancy Bloomers
3644 Reading Avenue
Hammonton, New Jersey 08037
609.431.6982
Donna and Chuck Brining
donnabrining@gmail.com

WEB SITE: www.fancy-bloomers.com

Moonlight Nursery
25110 Indian Branch Road
Millsboro, Delaware 19966
410.251.6949
Louise Thompson
info@moonlightnursery.com

WEB SITE: www.moonlightnursery.com

Wild Appel Violets
2804 Colony Drive, Suite G17
Audubon, Pennsylvania 19403
610.505.6435
David T. Appel
dappel123@gmail.com
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Card #                                      MM/YY           CVC

Applicat ion f or Membership in t he Mid-

At lant ic Af rican Violet  Societ y

We look forward to you joining our Society.   Existing members, can use this form

to renew their membership.

Individual _____ $25.00

Joint (2 members, same address) _____ $30.00

Affiliate/Commercial _____ $30.00

If you join now as a new member , or renew your membership,  your membership

will expire 12 months from the date your payment is received. If dues are paid

after June 2025, your membership will be good through December 31, 2026.   I f

paying by credit / debit  card,  please add $1. 00 f or t he credit  card processing

f ee.

Name __________________________________ 
Address ________________________________ 
City ______________ State _____ ZIP _______
Phone __________________________________
E Mail  _________________________________
Local Affiliate  ___________________________
Member of AVSA Yes _____ No ______ # ______
Check here if you want to receive the MAAVS MEMO

by Mail _____

Make checks payable to MAAVS or f or $1 more use  

         A Credit  or Debit  Card

Mail this form to:
Jackie Leit zel

1078 Dyer Road

New Columbia,  PA 17856

Give a gift of membership in MAAVS for Christmas
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Inside of St. John’s Church, York, Pennsylvania

 MAAVS Collect ion Roset t e

The MAAVS Collection Rosette for an exhibit consisting
of three African violets of the same type (standard,
miniature, semiminiature, trailer [standard, miniature, or
semiminiature], or species) is available to affiliate clubs.

These plants must be entered by a MAAVS member and
need not be AVSA-registered varieties.  Each plant will
be point scored in accordance with The Af rican Violet  Societ y of

America Handbook For Growers,  Exhibit ors,  and Judges 2022 Edit ion,

and awarded a rosette if merited.  To exhibit, you must  be a MAAVS
member.

For an Affiliate to order a rosette, please contact Kit t y Hedgepet h at
4024 Cutshaw Avenue, Richmond, VA 23230-3930, and remit $12. 00 with
each request.  If you have unused rosettes from previous years, you may
use them. For additional information, or to check on a request, call me at
804.358.1879, or E Mail me at eequat@aol.com 
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Mid-Atlantic African Violet Society
November 8 - 9, 2024 – York, Pennsylvania

“Violets in the City”
SHOW RESULTS

Best in Show

Hunter's Ashes of Roses
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

2nd Best in Show

Hunter's Itsy Bitsy
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

3rd Best in Show

Hunter's Cabbage Goddess
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

Tri Color Hort 95 points or higher

Hunter's Ashes of Roses
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best Standard AVSA Collection

Irish Pink
Amethyst
Carolina Made You Look
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Best Mini/Semimini AVSA Collection

Optimara Little Trio
Orchard's Bumble Magnet
Frosted Denim
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

2nd Best Mini/Semini AVSA Collection

Precious Red
Jolly Orchid
Hunter's Chickadee Chirps
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Best Species AVSA Collection

S. 5h clone rupicolus
S. 3 clone shumensis Mather EE
S. 5c1 clone ionanthus
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

2nd Best AVSA Species Collection

S. 5c1 clone tongwensis
S. 5a clone grandifolius No. 237
S. 5b clone confusa Mather E
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Best AVSA Collection in Classes 1 - 3

Optimara Little Trio
Orchard's Bumble Magnet
Frosted Denim
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

2nd Best AVSA Collection in Classes 1 - 3

S. 5h clone rupicolus
S. 3 clone shumensis Mather EE
S. 5c1 clone ionanthus
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

Best MAAVS Collection

Optimara Little Trio
Gleeful Elf
Hunter's Itsy Bitsy
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best Russian Collection

Not Awarded

2nd Best Russian Collection

Not Awarded

Best Harbor Blue

Not Awarded

Best Carolina

Carolina Made You Look
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Best Lyons/Sorano Origination

Circus Fascination
Won by: Donna Brining from Hammonton, New
Jersey

Best Chimera

Yakako
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

Best Standard

Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best Semiminiature

Hunter's Ashes of Roses
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best Russian/Ukrainian Hybrid

SK-Apple Orchard
Won by: Sue Hoffmann from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best Miniature

Hunter's Itsy Bitsy
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best Trailer (not species)

Carolina Bodacious
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

In RED, exhibit
has a photo

following
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Best Variegated

Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best Unusual Container

Rob's Kitten Caboodle
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

Best Fantasy

Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best Species

S. 3 clone shumensis Mather EE
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

Best Vintage in Classes 45 & 46

Neptune
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best Other Gesneriad

xRhytidoneria Ako Cardinal Flight
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best Streptocarpus

Streptocarpus 'Heartland's Baby Egrets'
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Best Primulina (species/hybrid)

Primulina 'Mineko'
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Horticulture Award of Merit

Aeschynanthus xsplendidus
Won by: Marie Burns from Baltimore, Maryland

Horticulture Award of Merit 2

Primulina 'Mineko'
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Best Design in Show

"Natural Garden"
Won by: Jill Fischer from Farmville, Virginia

2nd Best Design in Show

"Rome, Italy"
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

3rd Best Design in Show

"Kyoto, Japan"
Won by: Dreama Bigio from Norfolk, Virginia

Tricolor in Design 95 points or higher

"Natural Garden"
Won by: Jill Fischer from Farmville, Virginia

Best Plant Arangement

"Rome, Italy"
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best Flower Arrangement

"Kyoto, Japan"
Won by: Dreama Bigio from Norfolk, Virginia

Best Dish Garden

"Dish garden"
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

Best Natural Garden

"Natural Garden"
Won by: Jill Fischer from Farmville, Virginia

Best Container Garden

"Natural Garden"
Won by: Jill Fischer from Farmville, Virginia

Best Terrarium

"Terrarium"
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Design Award of Merit

"Monte-Carlo, Monaco"
Won by: Dreama Bigio from Norfolk, Virginia

Design Award of Merit 2

"Dish garden"
Won by: Barbara Stewart from Midlothian,
Virginia

Best Afiliate Club *Determined by Minh

Tidewater African Violet Society

Horticulture Sweepstakes

24 blue ribbons
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Runner-Up to Horticulture Sweepstakes

23 blue ribbons
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

and
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Design Sweepstakes

11 blue ribbons
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Runner-Up to Design Sweepstakes

6 blue ribbons
Won by: Dreama Bigio from Norfolk, Virginia

Best in Class 10

Looxo Prretty
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best in Class 11

Looxo Gorgeous
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 13

Dead of Night
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 14

Hunter's Explosion
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 16

Rose Bouquet
Won by: Lisa Bradley from Broomall,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 19

Buckeye Cranberry Sparkler
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania
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Best in Class 20

Buckeye Befuddled
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 21

Hunter's Cabbage Goddess
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Best in Class 22

Hunter's Ashes of Roses
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 23

Rob's Fuddy Duddy
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 24

SK-Apple Orchard
Won by: Sue Hoffmann from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best in Class 25

Teen Thunder
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 27

Rob's Dandy Lion
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 28

Jazz Bouquet
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 29

Sassy Shirley
Won by: Sue Hoffmann from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best in Class 30

Rob's Scrumptious
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 31

Hector
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 32

Little Misty Blue
Won by: Sue Hoffmann from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best in Class 33

Wesley's Samwise Salutations
Won by: Karyn Cichocki from Lafayette, New
Jersey

Best in Class 34

LE-Kotyonok Miau
Won by: Donna Brining from Hammonton, New
Jersey

Best in Class 35

Hunter's Itsy Bitsy
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 36

Shirl's Hawaiian Lei
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 37

Jolly Trrinket
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 39

Dresden Doll
Won by: Barb Borleske from Wilmington,
Delaware

Best in Class 40

Teeny Bopper
Won by: Marie Glass from Paradise,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 41

Carolina Bodacious
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 42

S. 5b clone confusa Mather E
Won by: Karyn Cichocki from Lafayette, New
Jersey

Best in Class 43

Rob's Kitten Caboodle
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 45

Neptune
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 46

Orchard's Bumble Magnet
Won by: Kurt Jablonski from Malvern,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 48

Sport of Optimara Hiroshige
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best in Class 49

Sinningia 'Bewitched'
Won by: Barb Borleske from Wilmington,
Delaware

Best in Class 53

Smithiantha 'Stone's Lemon Tea'
Won by: Bill Schmidt from Richmond, Virginia

Best in Class 54

Aeschynanthus longicualis
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best in Class 55

Streptocarpus 'Heartland's Baby Egrets'
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Best in Class 56

Streptocarpus 'Bristol's Chicken Little'
Won by: Paul Sorano from Dolgeville, New York
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Best in Class 57

Episcia 'Silver Skies'
Won by: Donna Biggs from Northamton,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 58

Primulina 'Mineko'
Won by: Pat Knight from Gloucester, Virginia

Best in Class 59

Petrocosmea flaccida
Won by: Barb Borleske from Wilmington,
Delaware

Best in Class 60

xRhytidoneria Ako Cardinal Flight
Won by: Rodney Barnett from Red Lion,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 62

Episcia 'Kee Wee'
Won by: Lisa Bradley from Broomall,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 63

Primulina 'Minnie Pearl'
Won by: Barb Borleske from Wilmington,
Delaware

Best in Class 64

Primulina longgangensis
Won by: Barb Borleske from Wilmington,
Delaware

Best in Class 65

Petrocosmea 'Keystone's Blue Jay'
Won by: Alice Dulaney from Broomalll,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 66

Aeschynanthus 'Bolero'
Won by: Judi Du Pont from Newark, Illinois

Best in Class 67

Education Table
Won by: Donna Biggs from Northamton,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 68

Avsa Table
Won by: Donna Biggs from Northamton,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 69

"Paris, France"
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best in Class 70

"Rome, Italy"
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best in Class 71

"Sydney, Australia"
Won by: Lisa Bradley from Broomall,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 72

"Edinburgh, Scotland"
Won by: Bill Schmidt from Richmond, Virginia

Best in Class 73

"Istanbul, Turkey"
Won by: Bill Schmidt from Richmond, Virginia

Best in Class 74

"Monte-Carlo, Monaco"
Won by: Dreama Bigio from Norfolk, Virginia

Best in Class 75

"Kyoto, Japan"
Won by: Dreama Bigio from Norfolk, Virginia

Best in Class 76

"Kirunba, Sweden"
Won by: Dreama Bigio from Norfolk, Virginia

Best in Class 77

"Reykjavik, Iceland"
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best in Class 78

"Terrarium"
Won by: Tammy Dubois from Virginia Beach,
Virginia

Best in Class 79

"Dish garden"
Won by: Jackie Leitzel from New Columbia,
Pennsylvania

Best in Class 80

"Natural Garden"
Won by: Jill Fischer from Farmville, Virginia
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Mid-Atlantic African Violet Society
York, Pennsylvania
SHOW PICTURES
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Best in Class 77 “Reykjavik, Iceland” 

Class 77, “Reykjavik, Iceland” was an unusual underwater
presentation.  Rather than viewing it from the front, it was viewed
from the top down.  Tammy Dubois won this Best in Class 77.
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Commercial Sales Area showing New
Commercial Member, David Appel’s Display.

Musings from York Show Visitors

I though it would be fun and interesting to hear from our 2024 York visitors as to

what they would have done differently, or thought worked well.

Entries Committee Chairman, Ken Barbi
The one thing I would change for future MAAVS Shows would be to have

Horticulture Entrants send the Entries Committee Chairman a preliminary list of
what they think they might enter.   It would greatly speed up the Entries process
allowing an advance addition of an exhibitor’s name and city of residence.  It would
also make adding Other Gesneriads easier since so many of them have too many
vowels!!

Anonymous 
The meat balls, chilli, chicken dip, and chicken soup in the kitchen were

excellent!  Bring them on next year!

Anonymous
I’d like to go back to this Church in York.  It offered allot of space and a

welcoming environment.  I think the Commercials liked it too and did well!  But
next year, we should have all our dinners at the Four Points hotel!
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