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President’s Message

A MAAVS Board of Directors’ Meeting will be held on December 18th at 2 pm
Eastern Standard Time.  Any MAAVS member can join the meeting.  You will
receive an E Mail Invitation prior to that time.  If you only receive the MEMO by USPS
and don’t have a listed E Mail address, please get together with another local
member to be present.

What a fantastic 30th anniversary MAAVS convention we've had this year! It was
certainly one of the most exciting, fun, and memorable shows I've ever attended! On

the very first day, we were all amazed as 200+ high
quality entries entered classification and designs.
That night, the entries program crashed, but Judi
came to our rescue. The next morning, she was
able to recapture all the data and printed the
documents for the judges to do their jobs. Thank
you to everyone who made the show a success,
especially Sue and Judi for entries/classification,
the three panels of judges and clerks, and the 30+
exhibitors/designers who put their hard work on
display for the world to see. 

On Saturday, we had an amazing tour of the
Baltimore National Aquarium and a nice lunch
around the Inner Harbor on a nice warm day. That
night, we honored all the wonderful growers and
designers at a decadent awards dinner. After that,
I was honored to present our former President, Sue
Hoffmann, a lovely bouquet of flowers for all her

hard work, sacrifice, and dedication she has given to MAAVS throughout the years.

Towards the end of the awards banquet, the new officers were sworn in, including
myself as the President. My objectives for the next couple years are to improve
visibility - particularly with members of my peers, the millennial generation - and to
elevate MAAVS presence and recognition within the African violet  & gesneriad
communities. The last couple years have taught me that social media and virtual
meetings are highly effective at educating and communicating to the public. We have



Moonlight Nursery is located in Millsboro, Delaware, specializing in African violets and a few other
gesneriads.  We are licensed by the State of Delaware, and are members of: The African Violet Society of
America (AVSA), The African Violet Society of Canada (AVSC), and The Mid-Atlantic African Violet Society
(MAAVS).  Our address is: 25110 Indian Branch Road; Millsboro, Delaware, 19966.  Louise Thompson is
the Proprietor and can be reached by phone at 410.251.6949 or by E Mail at: info@moonlightnursery.com

seen some of the top growers and designers consistently showcasing their work on
social media, and I want to encourage everyone to continue doing so. Even better,
include photos of you with your plants and designs! Too often, we only see images
of the final result -the best in show or best design. It is the photos of people with their
plants that garner the most interests. This was how I met Dakota (Dak), who I've
known for over a year on Instagram. I was amazed by his passion for African violets
and gesneriads, and being a local Baltimorean, he was able to attend our convention
this year. After talking to him, he is excited to join and hopes to exhibit plants at next
year's convention! 

Finally, I am all ears on what our members have to say to improve their MAAVS
experience, so please don't hesitate to reach out to me. I look forward to working
with all of you the next couple years. 

Cheers, Minh Bui, MAAVS President
minhbui82@hotmail.com

2023 MAAVS Convention/Show
in Baltimore in November 2 - 4, 2023

1 week earlier than usual

mailto:info@moonlightnursery.com
mailto:minhbui82@hotmail.com


Convention Show
Thoughts
byJackie Leitzel

And that’s a wrap!  Ribbons in hand,
red white or blue, I think we can all
agree it was a great show and so
wonderful to be back in the company
of our violet friends.

A huge thank you to our amazing
vendors, Lyndon Lyon Greenhouse,
Black Oak Violets and Fancy
Bloomers, we so enjoy shopping
your tables and chatting with you!

We closed out the weekend with a
huge thank you for all the years of
keeping the society moving forward
and together to Sue Hoffmann our
now past president and look forward
to see where our new president
Minh Bui will take us.

I can not finish this off without
recognizing all work that Linda M
Kilby, Rodney Barnett and so many
others put into making the past few
days such a nice time.  Also a big
thank you to all the members of
MAAVS that took time away from
their home lives to come and join us
for the fun! 

Now don’t forget to post your
pictures to our Facebook Group
www.facebook.com/groups/264618
2925438855  so everyone who was
not able to join us can see all the
beautiful plants and designs
everyone worked so hard on!
Affiliate Activities
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All material may be reproduced without

permission by AVSA, AVSC, and AVSA Affiliates. 

Please include a MAAVS credit by-line.

 Articles and advertising must be received by:

      February 25th for the First Quarterly Issue

      May 25th for the Second Quarterly Issue

      August 25th for the Third Quarterly Issue

      November 25th for the Fourth Quarterly Issue

Advertising Rates are $35 per edition for full

page ads, $20 per edition for half page ads, and

$10 per edition for quarter page ads.  A 10%

discount is given for annual advertising.  MAAVS

Commercial Members receive free advertising. 

Please contact Ken Barbi.

Former MAAVS Presidents:

Diane Richardson 1991 - 1995

Sue Hoffmann 1995 - 1999

Linda Abplanalp 1999 - 2001

Ken Barbi 2001 - 2005

Rodney Barnett 2005 - 2007

Rich Follett 2007 - 2011

Joan Santino 2011 - 2015

Brenda Petry 2015 - 2017

Sue Hoffmann 2017 - 2022

Minh Bui 2022 - Present

http://www.facebook.com/groups/2646182925438855
http://www.facebook.com/groups/2646182925438855
file:///|//�
mailto:kemts@cox.net
https://www.midatlanticafricanvioletsociety.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/2646182925438855
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mailto:coralmcviolets@verizon.net
mailto:kenbarbi@verizon.net


Tidewater AVS Wins Club with Most
Awards Picture Courtesy of TAVS

Affiliate Activities
Affiliates, please keep us updated with your activities so we can publish them here,
and put them on our Web Site as soon as we receive them.

-  Lighting for African Violets and Gesneriads: Tips and Trends" by Dr. Minh Bui
with Richmond AV Society on February 18, 2023
-  Lighting for African Violets and Gesneriads: Tips and Trends" by Dr. Minh Bui
with First AV Society of Denton, Texas on March 7, 2023
-  Richmond AV Society Show and Sale at the Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden in
Richmond, VA on April 1 - 2, 2023
-  Baltimore AV Club Show and Sale on May 12 -13, 2023 (Location TBD)
-  AVSA Convention in Atlanta, GA on May 28 - June 4 
-  Gesneriad Society Convention in Richmond, VA, on July 3 - 8, 2023



 MAAVS Collection Rosette

The MAAVS Collection Rosette for an exhibit

consisting of three African violets of the same type

(standard, miniature, semiminiature, trailer [standard,

miniature, or semiminiature], or species) is available to

affiliate clubs.  

These plants must be entered by a MAAVS member

and need not be AVSA-registered varieties.  Each

plant will be point scored in accordance with The African Violet Society of

America Handbook For Growers, Exhibitors, and Judges and awarded a

ribbon as merited.  To exhibit, you must be a MAAVS member.

For an Affiliate to order a rosette, please contact Vicki Carr, 8365 Jane

Lee Circle, Mechanicsville, VA 23116-2422, and remit $5.00 with each

request.  If you have unused rosettes from previous years, you may request

new score sheets at no cost, use the score sheets from the AVSA Entries

P r o g r a m ,  o r  d o w n l o a d  s c o r e  s h e e t s  f r o m

www.midatlanticafricanvioletsociety.org For additional information, or to

check on a request, call me at 804.370.4415, or E Mail me at

vbcarr@comcast.net 

MAAVS Webmaster - Important Information

MAAVS has purchased a new MAAVS Web Site name - -
midatlanticafricanvioletsociety.org in addition to the one you all
know maavs.org  They both work fine. Enjoy our new popularity.  Ken

The African Violet Society of Philadelphia

Offers a Species Rosette for Best Saintpaulia species or natural hybrid.  It is

available for any MAAVS or AVSA affiliate show.  Send your request and a check

for $5 made out to Judith Smith, at least one month in advance to:

Judith Smith, Species Chairman

7808 Conwell Road

Laverock, PA 19038-7205

  judithsmith0@gmail.com  

http://www.midatlanticafricanvioletsociety.org
mailto:susanbarbi@verizon.net
http://www.midatlanticafricanvioletsociety.org
mailto:judithsmith0@gmail.com


The Baltimore African

Violet Club

Is offering a rosette for the

Best Fantasy in any MAAVS or

AVSA affilate show. Send

request and a check for $5

made out to Carolyn Epstein

at:

Carolyn Epstein

14317 Yosemite Court

Rockville, MD 20853

inky4ever@aol.com

Buy From Our Commercial Members
Without opportunities to sell at Conventions and Shows, our Commercial
Members are doing business on-line.  Please check them out.

Rob's Violets/Violet Barn
7209 County Road 12
Naples, New York 14512
585.374.8592
Rob and Olive Ma Robinson
robsviolet@aol.com
WEB SITE: www.violetbarn.com

Lyndon Lyon Greenhouses
14 Mutchler Street
Dolgeville, New York 13329
315.429.8291
Paul Sorano
sorano@lyndonlyon.com
WEB SITE: www.lyndonlyon.com

Black Oak Violets
47 Black Horse Road
Paradise, Pennsylvania 17562
717.940.4640
Rich and Marie Glass
blackoakstudio@comcast.net

Starz N Streps
2706 Airport Boulevard
North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
29582
843.273.4618
Stephen and Donna Turner
1kayakman@comcast.net

Enchanted Gardens
1097 Darby Hill Road
Delanson, NY 12053
518.895.6054
Heidi Dillenbeck
heidisviolets@gmail.com 
WEB SITE:
www.enchantedgardensplantsupplie
s.com/ 

Fancy Bloomers
3644 Reading Avenue
Hammonton, New Jersey 08037
609.431.6982
Donna and Chuck Brining
donnabrining@gmail.com
WEB SITE: www.fancy-
bloomers.com

Moonlight Nursery
25110 Indian Branch Road
Millsboro, Delaware 19966
410.251.6949
Louise Thompson
info@moonlightnursery.com
WEB SITE:
www.moonlightnursery.com

mailto:inky4ever@aol.com
mailto:robsviolet@aol.com
mailto:robsviolet@aol.com
http://www.violetbarn.com
mailto:sorano@lyndonlyon.com
mailto:sorano@lyndonlyon.com
http://www.lyndonlyon.com
mailto:blackoakstudio@comcast.net
mailto:1kayakman@comcast.nte
mailto:1kayakman@comcast.net
mailto:heidisviolets@gmail.com
http://www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com/
http://www.enchantedgardensplantsupplies.com/
mailto:bpetry165@gmail.com
mailto:donnabrining@gmail.com
mailto:donnabrining@gmail.com
http://www.fancy-bloomers.com
http://www.fancy-bloomers.com
mailto:info@moonlightnursery.com
mailto:info@moonlightnursery.com
http://www.moonlightnursery.com


Best in Show  Cajun’s Bridal Show
Shown by Rodney Barnett

2nd Best in Show and Best Trailer Linda Darnell
Shown by Rodney Barnett

Best Miniature Morgan’s Declan Duff
Shown by Erika Geimonen

Best Species S. 5f clone orbicularis
Shown by Rodney Barnett

3rd Best in Show and Best Semimini Jolly
Jan

Shown by Rodney Barnett

Best Other Gesneriad Stretocarpus
‘Heartland’s White Gold’ Shown by Linda

Abplanalp

Baltimore 2022 Convention Show Photos
Pictures courtesy of Tom Finnegan  - -The Liberty Bell Gesneriad Society
at:: www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.432891105680147&type=3  

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.432891105680147&type=3


Design Award of Merit
“Love” Shown by Donna

Biggs

Best Unusual Container
Kentucy Gooseberries
Shown by Pat KnightMAAVS Baltimore Award Winners’ Table

MAAVS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ELECTED OFFICERS (Executive Committee)

President - Minh Bui

Vice President - Rodney Barnett

Secretary - Jackie Leitzel 

Treasurer - Linda Stinnette

AFFILIATE DIRECTORS

AV Club of Burlington County - Susan Arnao

AVS of Philadelphia - Susan Hanna

AVS of Springfield - Linda Kilby

Baltimore AV Club - Marie Burns

Delaware AV & Gesneriad Society - Barbara Borleske

Garden State AV Club - VACANT

Richmond AVS - Kitty Hedgepeth

Southern NJ African Violet Club - Sandra Pine

Tidewater AVS - Pat Knight

CHAIRMEN OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Advertising - Ken Barbi

Affiliates - Minh Bui

Awards - Minh Bui

Bylaws & Standing Rules - VACANT

Commercial Activities - Donna Brining

Finance - Linda Stinnette

Future Conventions - Sandy Pine

Membership & Promotions - Jackie Leitzel

Newsletter & Documentation - Ken Barbi

Ways & Means   - La Donna Hopson

Immediate Past President - Sue Hoffmann

CHAIRMEN OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Nominating     - Sue Hoffmann

2023 Convention Chair    - VACANT

2023 Show Chair   - VACANT 

APPOINTED Non-Board POSITIONS

Parliamentarian  - VACANT

Editor of The MAAVS MEMO - Ken Barbi

MAAVS Collection Rosette - Vicki Carr

Historian - VACANT

Properties - Donna Brining

Convention Registrar - Jackie Leitzel

Webmaster - Ken Barbi



Best Design “Hope” Shown by
Karyn Cichocki

2nd Best Design Terrarium
Shown by Jackie Leitzel

MAAVS Baltimore Convention Results
               
Best in Show              Cajun’s Bridal Show                                       Rodney Barnett
2nd Best in Show       Linda Darnell                                                Rodney Barnett
3rd Best in Show            Jolly Jan                                                     Rodney Barnett
Best AVSA Collection  Cajun’s Bridal Show, Woodland Sprite, 

   and Buckeye Real Deal Rodney Barnett
Best MAAVS Collection Linda Darnell, RS-Zimmy Tsvetok,

    and Carolina Bodacious                      Rodney Barnett
Best Russian/Ukranian Collection Not Awarded
Best Russian/Ukranian Plant RS-Zimmy Tsvetok Rodney Barnett
2nd Runner-up Hort Sweepstakes              Linda Abplanalp
Best in Design                       “Hope”                                                             Karyn Cichocki
2nd Best in Design                      Terrarium                                                          Jackie Leitzel
3rd Best in Design                       “Natural Garden”                                               Karyn Cichocki
Best First Time MAAVS Entrant                       Not Awarded
Best Mini                         Morgan’s Declan Duff                                       Erika Geimonen
Best Semi-mini                    Jolly Jan                                                        Rodney Barnett
Best Standard                           Cajun’s Bridal Show                                         Rodney Barnett
Best Variegated                     Cajun’s Bridal Show                                        Rodney Barnett
Best Chimera                           Yukako                                                             Rodney Barnett
Best Trailer                          Linda Darnell                                                    Rodney Barnett
Best Fantasy                          Carolina Bodacious                                          Rodney Barnett
Best Saintpaulia Species      S. 5f clone orbicularis                                      Rodney Barnett
Best Lyons/Sorano               Iris Angel                                                         Donna Brining
Best other Gesneriad             Streptocarpus‘Heartland’s White Gold’ Linda Abplanalp
Best Streptocarpus             Streptocarpus‘Heartland’s White Gold’       Linda Abplanalp
Best Dish Garden                     Dish Garden                                                     Cindy Castaldi
Best Unusual Container     Kentucky Gooseberries                                     Pat Knight
Best Plant Arrangement       “Friendship”                                                 Karyn Cichocki
Best Flower Arrangement            “Hope”                                                            Karyn Cichocki
2nd Best Semi/mini                      Thunder Surprise                                           Erika Geimonen
Award of Merit                              Natural Garden                                               Jackie Leitzel
Award of Merit                              “Love”                                                              Donna Biggs
Award of Merit                               Henckelia walkerae                                         Rodney Barnett
Overall Sweepstakes Winner         24 Blue Ribbons                                            Rodney Barnett
Runner-up Sweepstakes               23 Blue Ribbons                                            Barbara Borleske
Hort Sweepstakes                         24 Blue Ribbons                                            Rodney Barnett
Runner-up Hort Sweepstakes       23 Blue Ribbons                                             Barbara Borleske
Design Sweepstakes                     6 Blue Ribbons                                               Karyn Cichocki
Runner-up Design Sweepstakes   3 Blue Ribbons                                               Tammy Dubois



Card #                                      MM/YY           CVC

Application for Membership in the Mid-

Atlantic African Violet Society

We look forward to you joining our Society.   Existing members, can use this form

to renew their membership.

Individual _____ $15.00

Joint (2 members, same address) _____ $20.00

Affiliate/Commercial _____ $20.00

MAAVS Pin _____ $  5.00

If you join now as a new member, or renew your membership, your membership

will expire December 31, 2023, unless you have paid ahead for more years.  If you

join after Jul 1, 2023, your membership will expire on December 31, 2024.

    

Name __________________________________ 

Address ________________________________ 

City ______________ State _____ ZIP _______

Phone __________________________________

E Mail  _________________________________

Local Affiliate  ___________________________

Member of AVSA Yes _____ No ______ # ______

Check here if you want to receive the MAAVS

MEMO by Post _____

Make checks payable to MAAVS or use a Credit or

Debit Card

Mail this form to:

Jackie Leitzel

1078 Dyer Road

New Columbia, PA 17856

Renew NOW so you continue to receive the benefits of MAAVS

Membership.  Please contact Jackie Leitzel - - call me at 757.589.3209 to check
your expiration date.






